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Dr. Mary Daly, who holds seven deqrees, three of which 
are doctorates (in Religion, Sacred Theoloay and Philosophy) 
is the author of The Church and the Second Sex, an exploration 
of the history of antifeminism in the Church. The book, when 
published in 1968, caused considerable concern at Boston 
College where she is an associate professor in the theology 
department. 

According to Dr. Daly “a mountain of evidence" can be 
marshalled in support of her conviction that the Catholic 
Church is “a powerful enemy of female liberation." She points 
out that "the history of Christian ideoloay and practice con- 
cerning women has been a history of contradictions" and notes 
that the Church is not the only cultural institution res- 
ponsible for the oppression of women. 

Not Needed a Theology of Woman 

She rejects the approach suqaested by the exnression 
"theoloay of woman" as she refuses to see woman as a distinct 
species. She believes that attempts to develop a theoloay of 


woman are “inevitably disastrous", whereas an analysis of man- 
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woman relationship is "much needed" and will recoanize 
that the relationshin between the sexes is subject to 
evolutionary chanqe,. 
The Issue of Women Priests 

The issue of women priests anpears in her writinas 
as the focal point of the situation of women: "As lonq as 
qualified persons are excluded from the ministry by reason 
of their sex alone, it cannot be said that there is aenuine 
equality of men and women in the Church". She does not believe 
that the ordination of women could alone "quarantee the eradi- 
cation of discriminatory attitudes and practices". She sees 
the church as wounded in its structures", for it has deprived 
itself of the gifts and insiahts of more than half its members." 
Theology Oppressive to Women 

One of the more recent articles by Marv Daly appeared in 
the Christian Century's September 22 edition under the title 
"The Courage to See: Reliaious Implications of the New Sister- 
hood, op it, Mary Daly accuses most men of preferring not to 
see. She goes as far as saying that "Theology mav be overtly 
and explicitly oppressive to women", and mentions theologians 
Karl Barth and Deitrich Bonhoeffer in this particular context. 
Furthermore, she states that theology is oppressive even in the 


absence of explicitly oppressive statements, when exclusively 
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masculine symbolism for God reinforces sexual hierachy. 
She cites Greaory Baum and Tillich as "liberal theoloaians 
who continue to be insensitive to this problem." 

Dr. Daly sees, existential courage in the strugale for 
women's liberation and maintains: "the awakening of corporate 
awareness on the part of the hitherto powerless sex means that 
theology's basic assumptions of sexual hierachy are no lonaer 
tolerable." She challenges people to re-examine their lives, 
inviting all to participate in “the spiritual movement called 
Women's Liberation" which she sees as threatenina to orthodoxy 
but not contradictory to authentic faith. It will awaken 
previously untapped creative potential, she savs. 

Daly's address is in conjunction with Dr.Margret Anderson's 
course “Women in Modern Society." Dr. C. Henkey, Loyola 
professor of Theological Studies, will comment followina 


Dr. Daly's talk. 
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